This is the oldest text-book on surgery published in the Glerman language. The text and illustrations are equally valuable; the latter generally represent clinical instruction in surgery, a teacher and two pupils by the bedside. Brunschwig describes the ligature of vessels fifty years before Ambroise Pare, and his statement that " cleanliness is essential for the healing of wounds" suggests an idea of antisepsis.
(II) DAs FRAUENBUCHKEIN (The Woman's Little Book), by Ortolof von Bayerland. One of the oldest books on obstetrics and gynecology. It presents a very good idea of the states of these sciences during the fifteenth century. It deals with the dietary of pregnancy and the management of childbirth, giving the following advice on the choice of a midwife: "Procure a nurse who has not too many words, as childbirth needs work not words."
(III) ROSENGARTEN (The Rose Garden), by Eucharius Rosslin. Published in the year 1513. This is the oldest printed book for midwives. It is chiefly interesting on account of the illustrations having been taken or modified from classical sources, especially from Soranos of Ephesos and Muscio. As these authors lived about 100 A.D., and as Rosslin's illustrations constantly served as models until about 1700 A.D., it is a remarkable instance of the continuity of science. I may apply to this sequence in literature Professor Murray's stateinent in regard to Greek epic: " The history of (obstetric) literature is after all a great and intelligible continuum, not one shining prehistoric island, then centuries of darkness, and then all the rest." Rosslin's son published a Latin edition of this book under the title " De Partu Hominis," and Richard Jonas translated it into English from this source in 1540, publishing it under the title of " The Byrth of Mankynde."
The PRESIDENT proposed from the chair to send a vote of thanks to Professor Klein, of Munich, for his generous gift, and to express the Section's cordial appreciation of the historical and literary value of these beautifully executed reproductions of otherwise inaccessible books.
Mr. P. P. COLE exhibited a specimen of broad ligament cyst of supposed Miillerian origin, and the description was illustrated by microphotographs.
